Benefits of participating in the Connected Health Industry Forum
The Vision of Connected Health is for a New Zealand Connected Health community where ... participants can easily, effectively and reliably communicate over a secure network in a secure environment. 

Connected Health wants to ensure that all appropriate information, communication and technologies (ICT) companies are aware of the opportunity and benefits of participating in the Industry Forum.  The prime function of the Forum is to provide an open, neutral forum for industry participants to understand the Connected Health market opportunity and develop the products and industry standards required to meet this growing market.

It is anticipated forum participants will represent the following product and service groupings:
· Connectivity providers  (Access)
The products and services provided by connectivity companies include IP telecommunications, interconnectivity and broadband access.  This is the telecommunications infrastructure supporting Connected Health. The infrastructure is both network access and inter-network links, including national, local and secondary providers.  The group also includes Service Managers who manage a network or network elements.  

· Connectivity services

Connectivity services products and services will provide interconnecting capability between specific Health information applications and the Access tier above, thus facilitating communication and collaboration between members of the Connected Health Community. These products and services will support the interaction with Health applications but not provide health specific functions themselves.

· Health Applications
Health application products and services very broadly defined and are driven by the needs of the sector.  There is a wide range of products currently available specific to the Health sector as well as business generic.  The Connected Health network concept, including the provision of connectivity providers and services, will provide opportunities to both develop new applications and enhance the availability and capability of existing offerings. 

Benefits from Forum Participation
The Forum will be the prime method for the Connected Health project to communicate with the Industry sharing progress on the deployment of Connected Health and health sector product development requirements.  Therefore the Forum will provide ICT companies with the opportunity to understand and respond to the Connected Health market opportunity.
The key benefits of participating include:
· understand the Connected Health market growth opportunity,
· understand the health sector requirements for Connected Health products and services,
· support and assist with the development of, new and existing, products that meet the needs of Health Sector members for the Connected Health network, and 
· provide input into interoperability Standards for the Connected Health network.
� From HISAC Action Zone 1 Preliminary Scope and Approach





