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Dougal McKechnie
Chief Executive, New Zealand Health IT Cluster

In a career spanning over twenty years Dougal has worked in a wide variety of public and private sector organisations in New Zealand and the United Kingdom. He has significant information and knowledge management expertise gained from a variety of professional disciplines and settings.

Dougal is the Chief Executive of the New Zealand Health IT Cluster - a vibrant alliance of vendors and supporting members including academia, healthcare providers and policy makers.  Vendor members represent multi-nationals and local companies providing information and technology solutions and services to the health sector.  Cluster membership currently stands at over 80 organisations (and growing) and vendor members generate conservatively estimated revenue of around NZ$300 million per annum.

Prior to the Cluster, Dougal was manager of the Health Information Strategy Advisory Committee an independent statutory body established by the Minister of Health to provide governance, oversight and leadership for the implementation of the eHealth strategy in New Zealand.  In this role he established strong clinical, consumer and executive networks across the health and disability system.
Before joining the health sector he worked for the Ministry of Justice, Treasury, Commerce Commission and Opus International Consultants.  In the United Kingdom he worked for a number of blue chip firms including global architectural firm DEGW, British Airways, Price Waterhouse and Arthur Andersen.
Dougal has served on numerous committees involved in health, eGovernment, information management and professional initiatives and currently is a member of the Health Information Standards Organisation.  Dougal has a Masters of Business Information Innovation from RMIT University in Melbourne.
