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Connected Health Industry Forum Meeting 26/03/09
Date: 

Thursday March 26th, 2009
Time:  
2pm-4pm 
Venue:
Chancellor Room 2 Level 16



James Cook Hotel Grand Chancellor


147 The Terrace 

Wellington, 
Attendees

	Organisation
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	Ministry of Health
	Ross McKenna 
Lauree Rickard

Gavin Strang 
Mikel Huth

Ted Cizadlo

Lukasz Zawilski
Steve Martin 

Thomas Weber

Rebecca Shannon

	Health IT Cluster
	John Tailby

Pat Kerr

	Ministry of Education
	Mark Horgan

Douglas Harre

	Ministry of Economic Development
	Anna Livesey 
Gillian Kemsley

	Eagle Technology
	Jeremy Eckley

Phil Morgan

Matthew Young

Dobek Bociarski
Steve Metcalf

	Smartlinx3
	David Haynes

	Simpl
	Catherine Skinner

	Kordia
	Jenny Davis-Crowley

	Healthlink
	Tom Bowden

	Gen-i
	Barina Barrett

Leisa Epplett

	Telecom Wholesale
	Jamie Hodgkinson

	TelstraClear
	Darren Bowling

Graeme Elmes

	Microsoft
	Paul Claxton
Mike Taylor 

	iSoft
	James Rice

	HP
	Michael Meakin

	Independent
	Steve Miller

	Milner Consulting
	Murray Milner


Topics Discussed

1. Introduction and Forum overview

2. Connected Health update – changes and impacts
3. Architecture Framework
4. Applications
5. Pilots
6. General discussion
Notes of Discussion

1. Introduction and Forum Overview

This is the first meeting of the Industry Forum for 2009.

The Forum meetings are an opportunity to discuss the progress of the Connected Health Programme and present the industry views to the Connected Health Team.
Summary of achievements of the Forum:

· Development of the architectural framework.

· Development of the UNI specifications.
2. Connected Health Overview

· A number of changes have had an impact on the Connected Health programme and other  related government initiatives:
· Some planned activities had been modified to reflect to priorities and imperatives of the new government.
· There has been a retraction of the Broadband Investment Fund and the Joint Procurement Group. This is expected to be replaced by the new government broadband initiative. 

· The existing GSN is being disestablished.  An NOI process has been issued by SSC and an RFP is expected to follow in the near term.

· The HISAC focus has changed and some operations are being reformed within the MoH 
· Connected Health is increasingly being seen less as a programme of projects and more as part of “business as usual” in the health sector.  The sector is incorporating the Connected Health principles into project and contractual specifications. 
· Market research and segmentation

· The Qualitative market research findings were shared last year and - a summary presentation is available from the Cluster website to download www.healthit.org.nz\connectedhealth .

· The Quantitative market research is now closed – with a high response rate from the Sector – over 30% responded.  The information is currently being analysed.  The indicative findings include high speed broadband usage by the health sector and there was strong agreement across the Health Sector that improved ICT would help to enhance service delivery..  The top four priorities the Health Sector wanted delivered electronically, to either access or send were patient: discharge summaries; referrals; diagnostic test results; and medical information.
· The intention is to later this year publish a report on the Quantitative analysis.
· For a current copy of the market segmentation please email Connectedhealth@moh.govt.nz with “Market Segmentation” in the header.
· Accreditation and Certification

· This is still a work in progress.
3. Architectural Framework 
· Government Logon Service is mandated for all government agencies to use. In practice there will be a transition over a period of time as applications are upgraded to take advantage of the GLS. Further planning and analysis activities need to take place about authentication under different use cases.
· The Standards working group has completed the finalised version of the UNI specification. This is available for review on the Cluster website.

· The Standards working group is now focussing on the NNI specifications and a workshop will be convened shortly.
· Several key MOH and sector projects will form part of the wider family of Connected Health projects supporting the architecture and promoting health interoperability, these include: 

· HPI/NHI replacement,

· Directory Services
· Secure Portal
· Re-platforming of national collections
· ACC Secure Mail 

· Connected Health Waikato represents an example of a real world project that has used the Connected Health Architectural Framework and leveraged the qualitative research.

4. Connected Health Applications
· Health System Interoperability & Standards is a new team within the Information Strategy and Architecture group in MoH. They will be an information and standards governance group.

· It will be considered best practice to be compliant with approved standards
· Snomed-CT, LOINC, and ICD-10 are part of the Connected Health standards.
5. Connected Health Pilot Projects
· The approach to projects has evolved and there will be a targeted approach to pilot projects. Pilots are really more about creating reusable designs than “piloting”.
· The goal is that all sector projects involving networks and connectivity will specify Connected Health Architecture and Specifications. There will be a competitive advantage to those organisations that have Connected Health products.

· Connected Health Waikato – still in business requirements phase, has incorporated the reference architecture and will incorporate the UNI and NNI specifications into their solution.

6. General Discussion
· How do we progress the interoperability tier work outlined in the architecture?

· Form an industry forum working group to tackle the interoperability tier, especially some of the key interoperability standards?

· Would members be interested in participating in this group?
7. Next Industry Forum activities
Standards Working Group UNI specification is available from the Cluster website on:

http://www.healthit.org.nz/index.cfm/fuseaction/eprojects/fusesubaction/article/documentID/25/articleID/48. Please send your endorsement or any comments regarding this document to j.tailby@healthit.org.nz. By 09/04/09
The Standards working group will now focus on developing the NNI specifications.



