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The New Zealand Health IT Cluster in association with HINZ is pleased to host the 
annual Elevator Pitch Session. This will take place at the HINZ Exhibition and Forum 

at 5.30pm on Monday 29 October in Rotorua.  
 

All attending organisations will be invited to give their 'Elevator Pitch'. 
 

The Elevator Pitches will be judged by an expert panel comprising Brendan Kelly, 
Chai Chuah, Tony Cooke, Dougal McKechnie and Andrea Pettett.  

 
The event accompanied by drinks and a light meal is kindly sponsored by Gen-i with 

prizes donated by Microsoft.  
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 � � $�� � � 5.30pm - 6.00pm   Welcome drinks 

   6.00pm - 7.30pm   Elevator Pitches 

7.30pm - 8.00pm   Judging and Awards 
 

 

If you wish to give an Elevator Pitch, we will have a receptacle to place your 
business card. Please do so during the welcome session. Speakers will be selected 
randomly. One person per organisation only please.  
 

The Elevator Pitches are supposed to be fun, informative and memorable! 
 
Each pitch will be judged on: 
The Hook: Does it attract your attention? 
The Market: Are the target customer groups identified? 
The Problem Solved: Does it describe the problem solved? 
The Results: Does it mention the results achieved? 
The Duration: Not to exceed the 2 minute duration 
 
If you would like some hints and tips on delivering a compelling elevator pitch, please 
check out our library in www.healthit.org.nz. 
 

 



 

ABOUT THE JUDGES 

Brendan Kelly 

Brendan Kelly is currently acting Deputy Director General Information. He was previously the Chief 
Advisor of Health Information Strategy and Policy (HISP) within the New Zealand Health Information 
Service. HISP’s role is to assist the Ministry of Health and the health sector to implement national 
information policies and strategies.  Brendan was previously the Programme Architect for the E-
government Unit at the State Services Commission. His responsibilities included programme direction 
and management, risk management and risk control systems, financial management and internal 
alignment and management of E – Government Unit projects. He also served as project manager for 
the education sector ICT review, where he identified opportunities and mechanisms for driving 
increased collaboration between education sector agencies. Brendan has a Bachelor of Commerce 
and Administration, and a Bachelor of Arts in Economic History. 

 

Chai Chuah 

Chai Chuah is currently CEO of Hutt Valley DHB. Previously, Chai worked for Canterbury Health Ltd 
in a number of roles including Acting Chief Executive, Chief Operation Officer and Chief Financial 
Officer. He also has ten years experience with Coopers & Lybrand consulting in management and 
accounting. Chai holds a Commerce degree from Canterbury and is a long-standing member of the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants.  

 
 

 

Tony Cooke 

Tony Cooke is currently the Chief Information Officer at Hutt Valley District Health Board, which has 
2000 staff and serves a population 135,000 in the Wellington Region. He has 24 years experience in IT, 
including 12 years in health. He previously held roles as a programmer/analyst, infrastructure manager 
and senior project manager. Tony currently also has roles as the Chair of the National DHB CIOs, and 
is the DHB nominated representative on the Health Practitioner Index project. 

Dougal McKechnie 

Dougal McKechnie is currently the HISAC Manager. He previously worked at the Ministry of 
Justice, where he was most recently the Manager, Justice Information Strategy. In that role he 
successfully led the development of the third iteration of the Justice Sector Information Strategy for 
2006 to 2011, which was recently launched by the Associate Minister of Justice. He has held a 
variety of strategic information management roles in the justice sector since 1998 and previously 
worked at The Treasury, Commerce Commission and Works Consultancy Services, and DEGW, 
British Airways, Price Waterhouse and Arthur Andersen in the UK. He serves on a number of 
committees involved in eGovernment, information management and legal profession initiatives. 

  

Andrea Pettett 

Andrea Pettett is currently the Chief Executive of the NZ Health IT Cluster, a position she has held 
since January 2005. Her involvement with the health care industry includes six years as Executive 
Director of the Health Funds Association of NZ representing the NZ Health Insurance Industry, and four 
years as Chief Executive of the New Zealand General Practitioners’ Association. Prior to joining the 
health sector, Andrea worked as a Patent Attorney specialising in biotechnology and pharmaceutical 
patents. Andrea is the Chairperson of the Board of Wellington Free Ambulance, a Director of Central 
Emergency Communications Ltd, a Trustee of Life Flight Trust, an Executive member of HINZ, and a 
member of HISAC (a Ministerial Committee established to oversee the implementation of the NZ Health 
Information Strategy). Her qualifications include an Honours degree in biochemistry, a law degree, and 
she is a Registered Patent Attorney.  

 

 


