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About the Cluster

The New Zealand Health IT Cluster is a vibrant alliance of organisations interested in health IT, comprising software and solution developers, consultants, health policy makers, health funders, infrastructure companies, healthcare providers, and Academic institutions – who have agreed to work collaboratively.
The Cluster’s Vision

Our Vision is NZ is a Centre of Excellence for Health Technology
The Cluster’s Mission

Collaborate to position New Zealand as a world leader in the supply and use of innovative health technology

The Cluster’s Goals 
Key goals of the Cluster include:

· To help members grow their business capability

· To foster collaboration

· To catalyse innovation and investment in health technology

· To be financially sustainable

The Cluster’s Website 
The Cluster maintains a website that has up-to-date information on activities and events of interest to members, and contains a profile of every member organisation. Our website www.healthit.org.nz attracts considerable traffic as evidenced by the large number of hits from around the world.

The Cluster’s Role & Services
The Cluster works directly with key government agencies and industry stakeholders such as the Ministry of Health, NZHIS, HISAC, ACC, New Zealand Trade and Enterprise, the Foundation for Research Science and Technology, and the Tertiary Education sector. We also have relationships throughout the wider health and ICT sectors.  
· New Zealand Ministry of Health and NZ Health Information Service
By working closely with the Ministry of Health and NZHIS, the Cluster is able to promote understanding of the NZ Health Information Strategy, engage in local e-health initiatives, provide input into special committees, and to take advantage of future strategy and policy developments. The Chief Executive of NZHIS is a member of the Cluster’s Executive Management Board. NZHIS has commissioned research reports from the Cluster on e-Laboratory and e-Pharmacy.
· New Zealand Trade and Enterprise

New Zealand Trade and Enterprise (NZTE) is the New Zealand Government’s primary agency for stimulating economic and export related growth. The Health IT Cluster engages directly with NZTE who has a representative on the Cluster’s Executive Management Board. 
NZTE assists the Cluster with infrastructure funding through its Growth Services – Technology Collaboration Fund. NZTE Export Network grants enable Cluster members to attend major trade conferences. NZTE has contributed funding towards The Microsoft Collaborative Health Showcase Cluster project, which has showcased NZ health IT talent around the world. Furthermore NZTE has funded the Cluster’s membership of The Advisory Board Company which entitles the Cluster to original inquiry research into health technology and market intelligence advice in key international markets.

· Tertiary Education Sector
By working closely with Tertiary Education providers, the Cluster can link the development of health strategy and policy with research. Also by providing feedback and representing the sector as future employers, we ensure that the training of graduates meets the continuing growth and demand for jobs in Health Informatics.

· Commitment to Health Informatics
Members of the Cluster are committed to work collaboratively for the benefit of the Health IT Sector in New Zealand. The Chief Executive of the Cluster is a member of the Health Information Strategic Action Committee (HISAC); a group appointed by the Minister of Health to oversee the implementation of the Health Information Strategy for New Zealand (HIS-NZ). The Cluster also has a position on the Executive of Health Informatics New Zealand. 

Membership & Fees
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Membership is open to organisations with an interest in health IT in New Zealand including multinational or off-shore companies who have a significant presence in the New Zealand market. Membership fees are available on request. 
·   Types of Membership:
Health IT Company Member: A Member who supplies technology products or services to the Healthcare sector.

Supporting Member: A Member who provides advice, support, or consultative services and who does not sell Healthcare Technologies. This group may include (but is not limited to) the Ministry of Health, NZTE, ACC, Healthpac, and private insurers.
Healthcare Provider Member: A Member who purchases or uses Healthcare Technology products or services for the provision of healthcare. This group may include (but it is limited to) DHBs, hospitals, PHOs, physician practices, physician group practices, and academic faculty practices.

Academic Member: A Member who is not a Health IT Company, or supporting Member who provides educational services in relation to Healthcare Technologies, such as a university.

Individual Member: Other members not falling into the above categories. 

Governance

The Cluster is an Incorporated Society and a not for profit organisation. It is managed by an independent CEO who reports to the Cluster Executive.

The board comprises a Chairperson, the Chief Executive, and five other representatives of members. The Executive may co-opt up to four further representatives to serve on the Executive. Two board positions are permanently reserved for an NZTE and Ministry of Health Representative. The board is elected annually and meets on a regular basis.
Cluster Offices and Staff

The National NZ Health IT Cluster office is based in Wellington. Members are welcome to use the office facilities, and to contact us with any queries.

Postal Address:

P O Box 25233, Panama Street, Wellington

Street Address:             Level 7, City Chambers, Cnr Featherston & Johnston Streets  

Phone:


+64 4 472 4691

Fax:


+64 4 472 4736

Chief Executive:
Andrea Pettett




email a.pettett@healthit.org.nz
Programme Manager:
John Tailby



email: j.tailby@healthit.org.nz
Executive Assistant/
Renu Borst
Office Manager:

email: r.borst@healthit.org.nz
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